which give a local bias. For instance, topics such as continuous renal placement therapy receive scant mention, tropical or third world diseases are covered poorly and SI units are not quoted. There is a lack of recent research and there are few references later than 1993.
Intensive care practice by its nature combines aspects of many specialties in equal amounts. Our knowledge is gleaned from experts in those specialties from around the world. This book neglects those principles and, though it is a detailed and useful reference, on some topics, it fails as a complete textbook. . The development of the intraocular lens and popularization of ophthalmic regional anaesthesia has created a demand for a detailed theoretical and practical guide to anaesthesia for cataract surgery. This book will supply the demand admirably and is also a good general text on ophthalmic anaesthesia.
RICHARD LEE
Robert Hamilton from the Gimbel Centre in Calgary has contributed an excellent 48-page chapter on the anatomy of the eye, which is comprehensive, correlated with clinical problems and accompanied by plentiful illustrations. This chapter lays the basis for two later chapters on techniques and complications of orbital regional anaesthesia. The techniques are unashamably those of the Gimbel Centre; advocates of peribulbar/pericone techniques may be disappointed. Discussion of anticoagulants and antiplatelet agents in relation to regional anaesthesia is surprisingly limited to a half page. Nevertheless, the detail of instruction, and depth of clinical experience presented, make these chapters highly valuable.
The other chapters relating to non-cataract ophthalmic surgery are generally very good, and could have been longer. Chapters on general anaesthesia and monitoring, paediatric anaesthesia and day case surgery are unnecessarily lengthened by inclusion of basics that could have been treated as assumed knowledge. Medical and surgical treatment of glaucoma in adults receives little attention. The controversy over choice of relaxant in penetrating globe injury is described as unnecessary, with a sound and succinct argument in favour of suxamethonium.
The great disappointment in this text is the chapter on diabetes and other medical conditions. The authors would have been better to refer the reader to a reference text on the perioperative management of diabetes and cardiorespiratory disease, and confine themselves to discussion of the uncommon diseases with particular association with ophthalmic surgery.
Overall, this book deserves to be regarded as a standard reference text on anatomy and regional anaesthesia for eye surgery. As a paperback, it is affordable, and should be in every teaching library. It should also be strongly considered for the personal library of anyone performing ophthalmic anaesthesia. This little book is aimed at trainees in anaesthesia, may also be useful as a resource for the occasional neuroanaesthetist, and as such, it is very successful. Twenty chapters cover basic topics such as anatomy, physiology and pharmacology, as well as specific neurosurgical procedures. The chapters on anaesthesia and neuroradiology, and stereotactic procedures, are timely additions for those anaesthetists finding themselves involved more often in these areas. There are a limited number of references at the end of each chapter. The illustrations are excellent, particularly those in the anatomy chapter.
ROSS KERRIDGE
Unfortunately, this book is published for a North American audience. Drug names may be unfamiliar, and some drugs and technologies are not available in Australia at all. However, the authors avoid the trap of being parochial or didactic about anaesthetic techniques or standards of care.
I can recommend this book to trainees as a book to read during their neuroanaesthesia rotation, and to librarians as a useful reference book.
KATE LESLIE Royal Melbourne Hospital
Melbourne, Vic.
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